




in Memory of Professor Xu Fancheng during the First 
Meeting of China-India High-Level Mechanism on 
Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges, held in 
December 2018. 

Pondicherry Connection
The India-China Friendship Association was 
formed in Pondicherry under the guidance of 
Chinese Cultural Counselor Zhang Jianxin to 
promote people-to-people relations between India 
and China in 2018. On January 4, 2020, Prof. Tansen 
Sen, Prof. Wang Yizhu, and other scholars visited 
Pondicherry upon the request of the Association 
and studied the paintings of Xu Fancheng. Prof 
Sen observed that Xu’s paintings had “an artistic 
interaction” with those of Chang Xiufeng, who 
also went to Santiniketan in 1947 to train under 
famed Indian artist Nandalal Bose and lived in 
India for 14 years. It is possible that Xu and Chang 
met each other and shared their knowledge during 
their stay at Santiniketan. 

�:�K�L�O�H���L�Q���3�R�Q�G�L�F�K�H�U�U�\�����;�X���Z�R�U�N�H�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���$�X�U�R�Y�L�O�O�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�K�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q���D�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H��
in Singapore daily Nan Yang 
Siang Pau, and invited Chinese 
�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���D�Q�G���D�U�W�L�V�W�V���W�R���M�R�L�Q���L�W�����;�X��
�K�D�G���K�D�Q�G�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���W�K�H���$�X�U�R�Y�L�O�O�H��
Charter in Chinese.

While in Pondicherry, Xu worked for the 
Auroville project, which he mentioned in an 
article in Singapore daily Nan Yang Siang Pau, and 
invited Chinese scholars and artists to join it. Xu 
had handwritten the Auroville Charter in Chinese. 
Furthermore, over 300 paintings of Xu Fancheng 
still are preserved at Sri Aurobindo Ashram Studio 
in Pondicherry, while some of his works were also 
distributed among the residents for remembrance. 
Xu was well-known in Pondicherry, where he 
taught Chinese paintings to some students. He 
returned to China in 1978 and joined the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, as a faculty 
member. 

Xu’s collected works were published in 
16 volumes by the Shanghai Joint Publishing 
Company in 2006. His translation of the 
Upanishads, which discusses the four Vedas, has 
been reprinted twice in China. He also introduced 
the works of Sri Aurobindo to China. 

Xu’s translation of the Bhagavad Gita into 
Chinese is the most accurate and is kept at the 
Shanghai Museum. Xu is among the renowned 
scholars who helped develop close cultural bonds 
between China and India over the past seven 
decades.

(Bikash Kali Das is an independent researcher 
on China-India relations, and develops contact 
mechanisms for people-to-people relations between 
the two countries.)
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India, China on the 
cusp of creating an 
Asian century

V. Bhaskaran

Guided by their shared heritage of friendship and development, 
India and China, the two ancient civilizations, are on the cusp of 
creating an Asian century, writes V. Bhaskaran. 

It has been 70 years since the establishment of 
diplomatic relationship between India and 
China on April 1, 1950. As a Chinese saying 

goes, “A man seldom reaches the age of seventy 
years in ancient times.”  Looking back on history, 
one can’t help but be overwhelmed with emotions. 
The establishment of diplomatic relations was a 
major event in China-India relations, which had 

significant international implications. Through 
the sufferings of aggression by colonialists and 
fascists, the two ancient Eastern civilizations have 
come together side by side and opened a brilliant 
chapter in the journey of national independence 
and liberation movement in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, ushering in the process of reviving 
Eastern civilizations. 
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The Sino-Indian relationship, with a unique history of over 2000 years of 
co-operation and friendship, assumes greater significance than ever before 
in the context of preserving world peace.

Ambassadors of Friendship 
The India-China Friendship Association (ICFA) was at the forefront of 
establishing diplomatic and people-to-people relations between the two 
countries. After the new China was formed under the leadership of Chairman 
Mao Zedong, Pandit Sundarlal pioneered the formation of the Association 
with an anti-imperialist character. Karnataka was first to form such an 
association on November 1, 1949, led by ex-parliamentarian M. Govinda 
Reddy, while Sundarlal became the first president of the ICFA at the national 
level. The towering mountains and the vast expanse of deserts could not 
block the warm exchanges between Chinese and Indian civilizations. 

Prof. Xu Fancheng, the famous Chinese scholar 
and translator, spent 33 years in India, where he 
translated the Hindu classic Bhagavad Gita. The 
Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore, visited China 
twice and advocated eastern spiritual civilization 
together with Tan Yunshan, the founding director of 
the Department of Chinese Language and Culture 
at Viswabharati Cheen Bhavan, Santiniketan. 

During the war against Japanese aggression, 
Tagore tirelessly worked for the restoration and 
revival of old ties between India and China. His 
address delivered on the occasion of the founding 
of Viswabharati Cheen Bhavan on April 14, 1937, 
remains relevant even today. India sent a medical 
mission to China in which doctor Dwarkanath 
Kotnis, one outstanding member of this team, 

sacrificed his life in China. In memory of Dr Kotnis, both India and China 
jointly constituted a Joint Medical Mission (JMM) on January 14, 2008, which 
was inaugurated by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his Chinese 
counterpart Wen Jiabao. 

Heralding A New Journey
The establishment of diplomatic ties opened a new journey in the 
development of modern China-India relations. India was the first non-
socialist country to establish relations with China. “Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai” 
became a catchphrase and a much-told story in the history of bilateral 
exchanges. In 1954, during Premier Zhou Enlai’s visit to India, both sides 
signed the Panchsheel Agreement and advocated the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence. It was welcomed by many countries across the globe. 
In the same year, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Beijing, making 
him the first head of government of a non-socialist country to visit China 
since the founding of the Republic.

After the 1962 war, the two countries broke their ambassador-level ties; 
but in May 1976, the Indian government, led by Indira Gandhi, restored the 
ambassador-level relations, and K.R. Narayanan assumed office as India’s 
Ambassador in Beijing. In 1988, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi started his 
“ice-breaking visit” to China at the invitation of his Chinese counterpart. 
Gandhi laid a strong foundation for bilateral ties, and the two sides agreed to 
“look forward” to developing partnerships in different fields while seeking 

The Sino-Indian 
relationship, with 
a unique history of 
over 2000 years of 
cooperation and 
friendship, assumes 
greater significance 
than ever before 
in the context of 
preserving world 
peace.

The interests 
of China and 
India converge 
as they share 
similar positions 
on international 
issues. By speaking 
in one voice, they 
are injecting new 
impetus into the 
development of 
their relations.

Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao with Prime 
Minister Manmohan 
Singh at Great Hall of 
People in Beijing in 
January 2008. 
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a mutually acceptable solution to the boundary 
dispute. 

 The two countries found a common language in 
seeking development and cooperation, promoting 
reforms, opening up through mutual learning, 
and pushing for the settlement of issues left over 
by history. After Mr Gandhi’s visit, India opened 
the Consulate-General office in Shanghai and 
Guangdong, while China opened similar offices in 
Mumbai and Kolkata. From then on, our relations 
rapidly improved with many state-level visits as 
well as people-to-people contacts. 

Both sides established media forums and 
university-level contacts to strengthen co-
operation. Further, we established relations with 
provincial-level governments. In 1996, Karnataka 
and Jiangsu province signed an MoU, establishing 
a direct political and cultural contact. Similar 
contacts were also established between Karnataka 
and Sichuan province. 

Current Momentum 
The current momentum of people-to-people 
exchanges and development has not come easily. 
Despite hard times and twists and turns in their 
relations, China and India have overcome the 
obstacles. The past seven decades have proved that 
friendly cooperation, which has dominated most of 
the time, is the general trend and more important 
than their differences. In 1981, both sides decided 
to resume Indian pilgrimage to Mount Kailash and 
Lake Manasarovar in Xizang. 

Also, the two countries continued to establish direct 
contacts between cities and provinces, promoting 
political and cultural exchanges. Currently, over 
1,000 Chinese companies are doing business in 
India, and Chinese mobile phone brands, such as 
Xiaomi, VIVO, and OPPO, represent half of the 
Indian market. India’s National Association of 
Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) 
have established three IT corridors in Dalian, 
Guizhou, and Xuzhou. Both countries also have 
great potential for cooperation in medicine, IT, and 
interconnectivity.

As members of multilateral organizations, such 
as RIC, BRICS, SCO, and the G20, both China 
and India share common interests in promoting 
globalization and opposing trade protectionism. 

The interests of China and India converge as 
they share similar positions on international issues. 
By speaking in one voice, they are injecting a new 
impetus into the development of their relations.

In recent years, the two countries have been 
exploring “China-India Plus” as a new model of 
cooperation and successfully carried out a joint 
training program for the Afghan diplomats. 
It should be the direction of efforts for China 
and India to enhance mutual trust, enlarge 
cooperation, and narrow down the divergence. 
As China’s Ambassador to India Sun Weidong 
has said, “China-India relations stand at a new 
starting point. We should draw wisdom from our 
thousands of years of civilizations and explore a 
way to get along with each other for enhancing 
mutual trust, focusing on cooperation, managing 
differences, and seeking common development.” 

The Way Forward 
2020 marks the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
China and India. It is also the China-India Year 
of Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges. The 
two sides agreed to hold 70 celebratory activities 
to demonstrate their age-old connections and 
growing relationship to boost exchanges between 
legislatures, businesses, academics, cultural and 
youth groups, and defense forces.

As both countries celebrate this momentous 
occasion, they should incorporate Xi Jinping’s 
thoughts on diplomacy and highlight three aspects 
of “transmission,” “stability,” and “vision” to 
achieve long-term relations. China and India are 
on the cusp of creating an Asian century and 
achieving a greater glory in the next 70 years as 
both sides have the ability and wisdom to find a 
common path for development.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes a selfie with 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in Beijing in May 2015. 

(V. Bhaskaran is General Secretary of India-China Friendship Association, Karnataka and National.)
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1.	 Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai inaugurated the Indian Art Exhibition at the invitation of India’s Ambassador to China K.M. Panikkar on May 10, 
1952. The photo shows Chinese students visiting the exhibition.

2.	 The Indian Table Tennis Team played a match with Chinese Table Tennis Team at Tsinghua University Gymnasium on December 14, 1952.
3.	 A reception ceremony was held to welcome an elephant presented by India’s Prime Minister Nehru to Chinese children in West Suburb Park of 

Beijing on May 30, 1953. In the photo, the elephant “Assa” gave performances, carrying teenagers attending the ceremony. 
4.	 The Indian culture delegation, headed by Deputy Minister, External Affairs Ministry of India, Anil Kumar Chanda, arrived in Beijing on June 8, 

1955. They were warmly welcomed by people of Beijing. 
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1.	 A Chinese child and an Indian child 
celebrated International Children’s Day 
together on June 1, 1955.

2.	 Chairman Mao Zedong received an Indian 
movie delegation led by iconic film star Raj 
Kapoor on October 27, 1955.

3.	 26 Indian women federations held a 
party to welcome visiting Vice Chairman 
of Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress of China Mme. Soong 
Chingling on December 20, 1955. 

4.	 Chinese leaders Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, 
Zhou Enlai and Zhu De with an Indian 
photographer at Zhongnanhai Huairentang 
in 1956.

5.	 India’s President Rajendra Prasad (second 
on the left) received Cao Yu (first on the 
right), who represented China to attend 
the preparatory committee of Asian Writers 
Meeting in New Delhi on July 30, 1956.
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1.	 Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai received an Honorary PhD Degree from the Indian International University in the 
Peace Village of Kolkata during his visit to India in January 1957.

2.	 Famous Indian Bharatanatyam dancers Lakshman Sisters presented their first performance at CPPCC 
Auditorium in Beijing on March 29, 1957.

3.	 Dr. Dwarkanath Kotnis’ Chinese wife, son and brother expressed their condolences in front of his grave in 
October 1957.

4.	 Chinese Vice President Zhu De with members of the Indian Medical Mission Team and their family who supported 
Chinese people in the Anti-Japanese War on October 4, 1957. 
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1.	 An exhibition of Chinese paintings, books and 
periodicals, pictures and stamps was held at the India 
International Center on May 25, 1978. 

2.	  A meeting of Chinese Acupuncture Anesthesia 
Academic was held in Beijing from June 1 to 5 1979. 
In the photo, Chinese Vice Premier Fang Yi with Indian 
Doctor Basu (left) and Vice Premier Chen Muhua (first 
on right).

3.	 In this photo taken in 1981, Chinese dancers who 
learned Indian classical dance in India practiced 
dancing under the guidance of an Indian teacher. 

4.	 China Youth Art Theatre performed the drama 
Shakuntala, which was adapted from a mythological 
play in verse written by the great Indian ancient poet 
Kalidasa in June 1982.
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1.	 India’s Prime Minister Indira Gandhi received the 
visiting elegation from China Central Song and 
Dance Ensemble, who were attending the Art 
Festival of the 9th Asian Games in New Delhi on 
November 19, 1982.

2.	 Indian audience asked for a Chinese athlete’s 
signature after Chinese men’s gymnastics team 
won the championship on November 20, 1982.

3.	 Chinese children movie The Tinkling Spring 
Water won the Gold Elephant Award, the highest 
one in the 3rd Indian International New Youth 
Movie Festival, on November 14, 1983.

4.	 Chinese People’s Association for Friendship 
with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) held a 
reception party in Beijing to celebrate the 
publication of translation of the full text of Indian 
epic Ramayana on September 15, 1984. Vice 
President of CPAFFC Chu Tunan and India’s 
Ambassador to China A. P. Venkateswaran 
attended the reception. In the photo, 
Ambassador Venkateswaran  presented a gift to 
Professor Ji Xianlin, the translator of Ramayana.
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1.	 Indian Movie Week was held in 

Shanghai, China on March 10, 1986. In 
the photo, the Indian movie delegation 
headed by Sai Paranjpye walked into 
Shanghai Daguangming Theatre and 
met the audience.

2.	 First Glance at Desert written by Chen 
Gege (right), a student from Guiyang 
No. 6 Middle School of Guizhou, China 
won Nehru Gold Prize, the top one in 
Shankar International Children Essay 
Competition held in India in January 
1993. It was the first time that a Chinese 
middle school student won the gold 
prize in an international children essay 
competition in a decade.

3.	 Indian Culture Festival was unveiled in 
Beijing on May 9, 1994. Three Indian 
art ensembles attended the opening 
ceremony. 

4.	 Actor and actresses of Mei Lanfang 
Beijng Opera Troupe of Beijing Peking 
Opera Theatre performed the traditional 
opera The Tale of the White Serpent 
in Kamani Auditorium in New Delhi on 
November 4, 2003.
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1.	 A visitor at China Modern Oil Painting Exhibition at 
National Modern Art Gallery in New Delhi on February 
17, 2004. This oil painting exhibition presented 
50 excellent works of over 30 Chinese modern oil 
painters. It was previously exhibited in Mumbai and 
Kolkata. 

2.	 At a commemorative meeting of the 50th anniversary 
of the initiation of the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence by China and India, Mohammed Fazal 
(middle), Governor of Maharashtra, presented 
memento to Ms. Guo Qinglan (right), wife of late Dr 
Dwarkanath Kotnis who supported China in the Anti-
Japanese War on June 14, 2004.

3..	Star of India Song and Dance Troupe presented a 
grand song and dance drama “Impression India” 
on May 17, 2005. The Bollywood song and dance, 
Indian classic dance and modern dance enthralled the 
people of Nantong.

4.	 The bronze carving picture The Legend of Master 
Xuan Zang in Tang Dynasty consisting of 30 bronze 
frescoes and 6 Flying Fairy bronze statues were 
transported from Hangzhou to India on August 2, 
2006. It was collected by Xuanzang Memorial in 
Nalanda University, India. 

5.	 The Beijing Acrobatics Troupe staged its  
first performance in New Delhi on  
September 6, 2006.

5
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1.	 An Indian chef showed the art of making roti 
paratha (Indian bread) at Spring Consumption 
Festival in Chongqing, Sichuan Province, China, 
on February 2, 2007.

2.	 Dusha, an Indian teacher, taught lessons 
to children of rural migrant workers from 
Xiangwang School at Yangzhou, China in 
November 2007. She came to teach English 
voluntarily every week. 

3.	 The torch relay of the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
Games took place in New Delhi on  
April 17, 2008. 

4.	 The 100-member Indian Youth Delegation 
visited Guiyang, China on July 3, 2008. In 
the photo, the Indian youth were leaving their 
comments after visiting Guishan Academy in 
Guizhou Province.
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1.	 An Indian  student studying in China made sweet dumplings with the 
community residents to celebrates the Lantern Festival, a Chinese 
traditional festival, at Heping District, Tianjin City, China, on February  
25, 2010.

2.	 According to the consensus reached by President Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 2014, the Chinese side opened the pilgrimage 
route through Nathula Pass for official Indian pilgrims in 2015.

3.	 On December 21, 2018, the First Meeting of the China-India High-Level 
People-to-People and Cultural Exchange Mechanism was held in New 
Delhi, co-chaired by State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi and 
Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj.

4.	 The contest of the 18th “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Language Proficiency 
Competition for Foreign University Students (Indian) was held in New 
Delhi on May 24, 2019.

5.  Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi and India’s 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Chinese and Indian journalists 
at the China-India Media Forum. The media forum was a part of the 
Second Meeting of the China-India High-Level People-to-People and 
Cultural Exchanges Mechanism held in Beijing in August 2019.
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1.	 Chinese Ambassador to India Sun Weidong delivered a speech at the opening ceremony of the “Ritual Vessels and Musical Instruments of 
Ancient China: A Special Exhibition of Cultural Relics from Hubei Province,” held at the National Museum in New Delhi in November 2019. 

2.	 Dr Bao Jiqing, wife of Chinese Ambassador to India Sun Weidong, with author Poonam Surie and Shallu Jindal, president, JSPL Foundation, at 
the inaugural function of the joint China-India exhibition of paintings and calligraphy, in New Delhi in December 2019.  

3. 	The second China-India Youth Dialogue, co-hosted by the Chinese Embassy and the Confederation of Young Leaders (CYL) in New Delhi on 
January 9, 2020, marked the first of a series of events planned for the 70th anniversary celebrations of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two Asian countries. 

4. 	The iconic China Oriental Performing Arts Group and China National Symphony Orchestra performed in New Delhi in January 2020 to mark the 
Chinese New Year and celebrations for the 70th anniversary of diplomatic ties between China and India. 2020 also marks the Year of China-India 
Cultural and People-to-People Exchanges. 

5. 	Chinese Ambassador to India H.E. Sun Weidong sent a video congratulatory message on the issue of the commemorative cover on the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and India on April 1, 2020.

6. 	On April 1, 2020, the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between China and India, Chinese Ambassador to India Sun 
Weidong delivered a video speech.

7.	 Chinese Ambassador to India Sun Weidong and his wife, Dr Bao Jiqing, lighted a traditional Indian diya (lamp), as an act of solidarity with people 
of India in their fight against the coronavirus epidemic.
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Political-Diplomatic eXCHANGES
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 2 informal summits, 
and exchanged in-depth views on overarching, long-term and strategic issues of global and regional 
importance. 

Since 2014, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has sent 4 senior delegations to visit China, and sent 
representatives 4 times to China to attend the international conferences held by the Communist Party 
of China (CPC). 

The CPC has maintained friendly exchanges with 9 major Indian political parties including the BJP, 
Congress and left-wing parties for a long time. Exchanges and cooperation have been carried out 
through high-level visits, study tours, training courses and seminars. These have played an important 
role in promoting mutual understanding and friendship between the two peoples and promoting 
healthy and stable development of bilateral relations. 

The two countries have held frequent exchanges of high-level visits. President Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi have had 16 bilateral meetings since 2014, enhancing political mutual trust, 
properly managing differences, expanding practical cooperation so as to guide a better and more 
stable development of bilateral ties. 

Inter-parliamentary friendship groups are set up by China and India. Regular contacts and exchanges 
are maintained between the leadership and specialized committees of the two Parliaments. More than 
20 parliamentarians from both countries have exchanged visits during recent years.   

Since the establishment of the Special Representatives’ meeting on the boundary question in 2003, 
the two sides have held 22 rounds of meetings, which have played an important role in promoting the 
settlement of the boundary question and maintaining peace and tranquility in the border areas. 

In 2003, the International Department of Central Committee of CPC and the Ministry of External Affairs 
of India established an exchange mechanism. So far, a total of 10 Chief  Ministers from India, including 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who used to be Chief Minister of Gujarat, have visited China, and 16 
CPC party leaders from the central and local committees of China have visited India. The exchange 
mechanism has become an important channel to enhance political mutual trust, expand province-
state exchanges and practical cooperation in various fields. 

There are 50 dialogue mechanisms between China and India for exchanging views on various topics of 
bilateral, regional and global concern. 

Practical Cooperation 
Economy and Trade 
The Development Research Center of the State Council of China has held 4 rounds of dialogues with 
the NITI Aayog of India, reaching consensus on promoting sustainable and high-quality economic 
development of two countries, safeguarding global multilateral trade mechanisms, promoting the 
reform of the global governance system and guarding against international economic and financial 
risks. 

Facts and Figures on 
China-India Cooperation 
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Occupying 4 of the top 5 smartphone shipments in India, Chinese brand smartphones are popular 
with Indian people. 

China and India have held 6 rounds of strategic economic dialogues to exchange macroeconomic 
policies on infrastructure, high technology, energy conservation and environmental protection, 
energy and medicine and promote practical economic and trade cooperation. 

China and India have held 9 rounds of financial dialogues and reached consensus on 
macroeconomic situation and policies, cooperation under multilateral frameworks as well as 
bilateral investment and financial cooperation. 

China and India have held 11 sessions of China-India Joint Group of Economy and Trade 
to engage in extensive exchanges on bilateral trade in goods and services, investment and 
industrial park cooperation, trade statistics and trade remedies, and constantly deepen bilateral 
practical cooperation on economy and trade. At the same time, the two countries have closely 
cooperated with and supported each other on multilateral trading system and regional economic 
cooperation, making important contributions to establishing new international economic order 
and safeguarding the interests of developing countries. 

Since the beginning of the 21st century, trade between China and India has grown from less than 
$3 billion to nearly $100 billion, an increase of about 32 times. In 2019, the trade volume between 
China and India was $92.68 billion. 

More than 1,000 Chinese companies have increased their investment in industrial parks, 
e-commerce and other areas in India, with 200,000 local jobs created. 

Indian companies are also actively expanding the Chinese market, with a cumulative investment 
of nearly 1 billion US dollars in China. According to Indian statistics, more than two-thirds of 
Indian companies investing in China are making steady profits. 

With a combined market of over 2.7 billion people and a GDP of 20% of the world’s total, China and 
India enjoy huge potential and broad prospects for economic and trade cooperation. 

Chinese companies’ cumulative investment in India is more than 8 billion US dollars. 

Science and Technology 
China and India have held 2 rounds of China-India Joint Research workshops on Science and 
Technology Innovation. 

China and India have hosted 3 rounds of conferences of China-India Technology Transfer, 
Collaborative Innovation & Investment. 

Indian companies have set up 3 IT corridors in China, which help promote China-India cooperation 
in information technology and high technology. 

China and India have held 6 rounds of meetings of the China-India Joint Committee on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation to strengthen policy coordination and information sharing, and 
promote cooperation on scientists exchanges and joint research projects. 
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Defense 
China and India have held 8 rounds of “Hand-in-Hand” joint anti-terrorist exercises to enhance mutual 
understanding and trust, exchange training experiences and jointly improve anti-terrorism capabilities. 

China and India have held 9 rounds of China-India defense and security consultation to strengthen 
exchanges and cooperation in the defense field. 

People-to-People & CULTURAL Exchanges 
China and India have held 2 rounds of meetings of China-India High-Level People-to-People and Cultural 
Exchanges Mechanism. The two sides have made new progress on exchanges and cooperation in the 
fields of art, publishing, media, film and television, museum, sports, youth, tourism, locality, traditional 
medicine, yoga, education and think tanks. 

2 Confucius Institutes and 3 Chinese language centers have been established in India. Around 20 
universities in India offer Chinese courses, among which 8 provide a major in Chinese studies. The 
contest of the “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign Secondary School 
Students (Indian) has been held for 12 sessions. The contest of the “Chinese Bridge” Chinese Proficiency 
Competition for Foreign University Students (Indian) has been held for 18 sessions. Chinese language 
learning is becoming a popular trend in India. 

The two sides have held 4 sessions of China-India High Level Media Forum and 4 sessions of China-
India Think Tank Forum to strengthen exchanges and cooperation in the field of media and think tanks. 

The two countries have established 14 pairs of sister cities and provinces, and will establish sister 
provinces and cities between Fujian Province and Tamil Nadu State, Quanzhou City and Chennai City. 

Since 2006, the hundred-member Chinese and Indian youth delegations have exchanged 14 visits, and 
more than 4000 Chinese and Indian youth have visited each other’s country. 

There are 134 flights linking major cities of the two countries every week, among which China has 94 
flights to India and India has 40 flights to China (excluding the flights between the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region of China and Indian cities). 

China has established 1 Luban Workshop and 1 Luban-Mo-tse Culture Institute in India, which have 
trained more than 200 technical Indian students. 

Over 2,000 young Chinese are studying in India, and more than 20,000 Indian youth are studying in China. 
Cooperation in the field of education between the two countries has been continuously strengthened. 

The number of Indian pilgrims to Xizang Autonomous Region of China has surged from several hundreds 
in the 1980s to more than 20,000 in 2019. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China and Ministry of 
External Affairs of India have made great efforts in coordination and established the Contact Mechanism 
for Indian Pilgrims. The government of Xizang Autonomous Region of China has undertaken heavy 
logistics work to help facilitate the pilgrimage, which has become an important bond between the 
Chinese and Indian people to enhance mutual understanding and friendship. 

Two-way personnel exchanges between China and India have exceeded 1 million, among which more 
than 800,000 Indians visit China (excluding an average of 700,000 Indians visiting the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region of China each year) and more than 200,000 Chinese visit India.
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